The logical alternatives

The whole resurrection story in the Gospels is a myth

Read pp. 97 and 98 of The Reason for God
Refer to previous lesson on whether Jesus claimed to be God

The Gospel story is basically factual, in which case there are three options

Jesus’ body was never placed in the tomb

Jesus’ body remained in the tomb

Jesus’ body did not remain in the tomb

Any alternative theory has to explain certain facts

The apostles believed they saw the risen Jesus and died still claiming this

Skeptics such as Jesus’ brother James and Saul of Tarsus believed they saw the risen Jesus and died still claiming this

Consider the tomb:

It was sealed and a Roman guard was set to watch it

It was empty since the Jewish authorities and the guards circulated a story to explain why

No corpse was ever produced to counter the resurrection story preached by the apostles

Nobody was likely to believe in the resurrection of Jesus without physical evidence

The Greco-Roman culture did not believe in resurrection at all

Jews, other than the Sadducees, believed in a general Resurrection of all the righteous at the future Day of the Lord.  They did not believe in the resurrection of a single individual ever

The worldview of the earliest Christians, who were Jews, changed overnight

They began worshipping a Trinitarian God

They began worshipping a man as God, contrary to both Greek polytheistic incarnations and Eastern pantheism

They changed their whole concept of resurrection and the nature of the resurrected body

(Alt 1) Jesus was never buried in the tomb

Jesus’ body remained in the tomb

(Alt 2) The tomb was never visited

(Alt 3) The women went to the wrong tomb

(Alt 4) Appearances were mistaken identity

Jesus’ body did not remain in the tomb

(Alt 5) The authorities moved the body

(Alt 6) The disciples stole the body

(Alt 7) Joseph of Arimathea took the body

(Alt 8) Jesus’ survived the crucifixion (Swoon Theory)

Positive Evidence for the Resurrection

Appearances noted in the Gospels and in I Corinthians 15

Transformed personality of the disciples

Theme of apostolic preaching, resurrection rather than moral teachings

Reaction of the Jewish authorities, resisting rather than refuting

Existence of the early church despite persecution and the required culture shift

The rapid initial growth of Christianity

